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People of any social status, and with the usual credit
among tradesmen that thpse of such status enjoy, can live
on tick for a while. You may have cars, clothes, sumptuous
furniture, guns, garden implements and everything that
a stores catalogue includes. You may have them all,
without any cash, and you can get away with it perhaps
for two years, and then the flood. Nations have got away
with it for ten years, and then the bill has been presented,
with the bailiffs behind it. Is it a wonder that the world
is in the hands of the receiver?

The foregoing is the practical observer's summary of
the world's present condition, only to be escaped from
long and steady climbing ahead, and not to be avoided
by any leger de main of exchange and gold-price trick-work,
or short cuts whatever.

From it all as we now see, emanate many of the fresher
causes of ill-will, controversy, trade barriers, quotas and
all the trouble they bring in their train, besides the earlier
ones of the War debts.

ENGLAND AND FRANCE

There is no country so devoid of sentiment in the lesser
sense of the word, in her public affairs, than France across
the sea. She knows exactly what she wants and sees that
she gets it. No one should know this better than the
English, who ruled half France till recent times, and
whose morioned Atkins were just as at home in the
estaminets in the days of the Black Prince, and parleyvood
as strangely, as in the years just past. But it pleases us
to forget it.

Twice in fifty years has the Blond Beast marched far
into France, and in so doing torn the countryside to
pieces, France has no intention of having it so again*
The feet that she in the past had done exactly the same
in the earlier generations do not matter to her. Only